The estimation for ballast water discharged to China from 2007 to 2014.
Ballast water has been identified as one of the main causes for worldwide transfer of non-indigenous marine species. The volume and source of ballast water are the fundamental elements for an evaluation of the risk posed. However, it is difficult to obtain the volume of ballast water discharged to China, because of the absence of information platform, and until now there is no public report. In this paper, the total volume of ballast water discharged to China and Chinese five major port-groups were estimated. Results showed: the total volume of ballast water exhibited a trend of slow increase from 2007 to 2014, and reached 311 million tons in 2014. Yangtze River Delta received the highest volume of ballast water among all port-groups. The information provided in this research may play an important role in helping policy decision-makers manage such coastal discharges.